
 
Name: _______Mrs. O’Toole__________________________________ 

DESSERT 
 
Special (genre): _Mystery_____________________ 
 
Dish (title): _Hidden Pieces_________ 
 
Chef (author): _Paula Stokes___________________ 
 
What did you think of the “first bite” (the book cover, 
summary, back of book)?  
 
Puzzle pieces indicate I’m going to have to figure something 
out. Looks like a fire possibly on the cover. “Small Town, Big 
Secret, Deadly Game- intriguing! Author of Liars, Inc. (great 
book! 
 
Read the first 3-5 pages. How did they “taste”? What are 
your initial thoughts?  
 
I’m interested in finding out more about her relationship with 
Luke & Holden… what’s going on there? Also what are all these 
secrets the main character- Embry- is keeping?  
 
How did the “chef” hook you? _The first paragraph makes me 
want to read more- “There has always been this gap between 
the person I am and the person people think I am.” 
The style of writing I also like- so far fast paced, short 
chapters- keeps me reading more! Back cover reviews- 
suspenseful, multiple mysteries, “whodunit” 
_______________________________________ 
 
 

 

Rating:           

 

 

Today’s Specials 
Fantasy 

Served with magic & strange settings 
Mystery & Horror 

Served with intrigue, curses & fear 
Science Fiction & Dystopian 

Served with science, tech & the future 
Adventure 

Served with excitement & risk 
Realistic Fiction 

Served with real-life, relatable ideas 
Historical Fiction 

Served with action inspired by history 
Romance 

Served with flirting & love 
Sports 

Served with athletic fetes & journeys 
Non-Fiction 

Served with honesty & truth 
 



 

APPETIZER 
 
Special (genre): _Historical Fiction_________________ 
 
Dish (title): _Salt to the Sea_____________ 
 
Chef (author): _Ruth Sepetys___________________ 
 
What did you think of the “first bite” (the book cover, 
summary, back of book)?  
 
_Looks like a storm of some sort on the high seas- dark 
clouds, waves. Also, a rescue mission? Life saving rings 
scattered throughout- no people though? Dark & gloomy…  
 
Read the first 3-5 pages. How did they “taste”? What are 
your initial thoughts?  
 
Jumps between a few characters throughout the book, no 
chapters. Speaks of war, tragedy, gruesome images “She was 
dead, frozen solid, but the thought of tanks rolling over her 
was more than I could bear.” Historical Fiction is not my 
favorite genre, but this seems like a good read 
 
 
How did the “chef” hook you? _The description on inside flap 
explains that the books inspired by the little-known single 
greatest tragedy in maritime history during World War II- I’d 
like to find out more __________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________ 
 

Rating:           

ENTRÉE 
 
Special (genre): _Romance_____________________ 
 
Dish (title): _99 Days________________________ 
 
Chef (author): _Katie Cotugno___________________ 
 
What did you think of the “first bite” (the book cover, 
summary, back of book)?  
 
_Reminds me of summer & the beach. Looks like a 
relationship between these two. Probably a love story. Back 
cover, she has to choose between two brothers!!  
 
Read the first 3-5 pages. How did they “taste”? What are 
your initial thoughts?  
 
_Looks like her mom wrote a story in People about her 
cheating! The writing seems quality, characters relatable and 
believable. Not sure how it will transpire if she’s in love with 
two brothers. The small town is aware of her cheating and 
she’s just trying to get through 99 days until she can leave 
forever (go to college out of state)! 
 
How did the “chef” hook you? _Always like a good summer 
romance book to read by the pool. Definitely going to be 
complicated and full of drama! 
_______________________________________
_______________________________________ 
 
 
 

 

Rating:           

 


